Cattle of Derby

Cattle accompanied the first white settlers of Derby in the 1790s; oxen
pulled their carts, milk cowgrovided milk products and stegmeat for their
tables. As the town matured, cattle continued to serve these purposes, but as the
herds multiplied, grplus steers were driven to market, and surplus milk was turned
into cheese, also shipped to market. The arrival of the railroad in the 1860s
allowed Derby farmers to switch to the production of butter, and, later, to fluid
milk.

In 1868Heminway Gazge describes the Cattle of Orleans County

The cattle in Orleans county are mostly native, bred in a somewhat careless
mannerd The males used for breeding being often inferior animals, and
their stock remarkable for no particular excellence. With esdanmers the

color was the chief thing. The ox or cow must be red, then, if it was
otherwise valuable, so much the better. Such ideas led to the introduction of
Devon Stock; and in many parts of the county the cattle show the influence
of Devon blood ircolor and build, but there is no herd of pure Devons, of
long standing known to the writer. In the fair in 1868, there were two

exhibitors of Devons, E. A. Leach of Irasburg and Geo. Nelson, Craftsbury
[Heminway Vermont Gazetter, p. 45]

After the Ciul War, as the countg farmers became more dependent on the
cash from their cattle, there was a move upgrade the quality of the cattle, especially
the ability to produce butter and fluid milk. A letter from Maall Carpenter in
1880 in which he describdsis cattle to his grandchildren in the Dakotas, he
mentions a brindle twgear old, a Red and White three year old, the Black and
White, the black one, and a Red Ayrshire. The descriptions suggest that his herd
was a mixed | ot ofspacklbed $omedsed &
one breed, Ayrshire, is mentioned by name. The brindled cow and the speckled
calves could have been shorthorns. None of these fit the description of the Jersey,
although some Jerseys are dark enough they could bd caliet he bl ack on:

The variety of breeds in OrlearSounty is illustrated by the fact that
Durham, Devon, Dutch, Ayrshire, and Jersey were exhibited at the county fair in
1868: Durhams were the most numerous.



solid kidneyred coat, crea
colored horns, and lively gait}
Smaller than the Hereford
Durham breeds, its color made i
favorite among teamsters.

The Devons originated
Devonshire, England. It is one
the oldest distinct types
improved cattle n Great Britain
Francis Quartly is credited with having wrought the greatest improvement in this
breed. The Devon was brought to New England with the earliest settlers, and
became the base for the native cattle which became the mainstay of New England
for the next two hundred years. Z. E. Jameson of Irasburg, in Abbie Hemenway's
Gazetteer suggested that the farmers' preference for red cattle, led to the
introduction of purebred Devons into the counfiywo exhibitors showed Devons
at the 1868 fair. 1nM883, the Devon was the second most popular breed after
Jerseys.

DURHAM OR SHORTHORN

Shorthorns may be solid red, re
with white markings, white or roan. It i
one of two cattle breeds that throws t
roan color, a fine intermingling o
individual redand white hairs. Originall
a triple purpose breed, used for dr
power, milk, and beef, the shorthorn h
diverged into two sulbreeds, bee
shorthorn, and milking shorthorn, thfe:.{
latter reiining the multipurpose traitghe
shorthorn originated in the Englis|



counties of York and Durham. The new type of shorthorn was developed by
Charles Colling in the county of Durham, England, starting in 1783, employing
Robert Blakewell's theories on inbreeding to fix desired traBgcause of his
improvement the breed became known as the Durham in the nineteenth century. In
Yorkshire, Thomas Bates concentrated on development of milking capacity, while
the Booths stressed bembking characteristics. As a result, by 1840 the
divergence of the beef and dairy strains of shorthorn was recognized.

Although some shorthorns were imported into America before Colling's
iImprovement, major importations of the new type took place after 1820. By 1868
Levi Brigham of Lowell, Vt. had had Durhanfor about twenty years. In 1898
Cleveland obtained three shorthorn heifers from Kentucky and two from Canada.
By 1883 there were fourteen breeders of Durhams in Orleans County, including
Joel Dustin of Derby. For the past couple of decadeBr. Thomas A Mi ke
Moseley has raised a small herd of beef shorthorns on his farm on Kilborn Hill.

JERSEY

The Jersey range in color from fawn through brown to blagkout the
muzzle, around the eyes, and down the inner side of the legs, and about the udder
the color changes to a lighter tint, approximating white on the legs. Noted for the
butterfat content of its milk, the Jersey was preferred by those produciteg. but
The Jersey evolved on the Channel Island of Jersey off the coast of France. ltis
believed hat they descended@ik ‘
from French breeds fro
Brittany and Normandy o

Jerseys were introducefi
to America very early in the
nineteenth century. N. T
Sheafe of Brby Line had bee
keeping Jerseys several yea:
by 1868. By 1883O0rleans
County had twentynine [
breeders of Jerseys listed &
Child's Gazetteer, making it the




most popular breed in the county. Among these Jersey breeders was Captain
George Fogand Josah Grout

In the midtwentieth century the Borden company used a cartoon Jersey,
Elsie the cow as the company mascot along with her partner Elmer. Today
EIl mer s Glue is a vestige of the advert

AYRSHIRE

The Ayrshire, a dairy breed,hese color markings are a spotted mahogany,
dark brown, or red of any shade, and white in any proportions. It is noted for
upswept horns, although today most are dehorned. The Ayrshire breed did not
exist before 1750. It was developed in Scotland betwie’50 and 1780 from the
old Teeswater stock infused with
Wild White, Highland, and Channe
Island crossing. It was developed
a dairy type adapted to the co
climate and scant feed of Scotland.

First imported into Canada i
1820s. The first documésd U. S.
importation was in 1837. A Mr.
Fisher is credited as the first t
import purebred Ayrshire to Frankli
County, Vermont. By 1872, ther
were over two thousand éfyrshires
in that area. In HemenwayGazetteerAyrshire were mentioned as one thie
breeds with occasional specimens in the county, but no herds. By 1883 Childe
listed four breeders of Ayrshire in Orleans Countyt that time, Marshall
Carpenter mentions an Ayrshire in his herd

DUTCH OR HOLSTEIN

The Holstein is adrge dairytype renown for milk production. Black and
white spotted, although red and white are occasionally seen.

Originated in North Holland and Friesland, in the Netherlands. Raymond
Becker, a historian of dairy cattle claims that many of the native cattle liaindo



were killed by flooding, diseaseand war in the seventeenth and eighteenth
century, and that they were replenished by smaller black and white cattle from the
SchleswigHolstein area of Denmark. By the mmgheteenth century the Dutch
farmers had l@d theseip to have a large frame and excellent ngiing capacity
William Jarvis, famous for introducing the Merino sheep into Vermont,
iImported one Holstein bull and five cows to his farm in Weathersfield, Vermont in
the early nlneteenth century i$rherd was kept pure until 1872. Thomas Baker
: of Barton bought some descendants
of the Jarvis herd from Carlos
Pierce of Stanstead, and in 1872
had a herd of twentfive Holsteins.
Other early Orleans county
Holstein breeders included A. P.
Ball of Derly Line, A. M. Ripley
of Coventry and Selon Jackson of
North Derby. Today it is by far the
most common dairy cow in the

county.
For the past couple of decades, Doug Nelson, has maintained the largest

Holstein herd in Derhy NelsonFarmis world renown as breeder of tojguality
Holstein stock on his breed farm on Palin Farm Road.
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GUERNSEY

Guernsey, another dairy breamhats arecolored fawn, brown or red, with
white on the bottom line, legs and tail switch. They are larger than their sister
breed, the Jersey. Their milk has a distinctive golden color. The Guernsey
originated on the Channel Island of Guernsey off the French coast. Major
improvenents were made in the breed in the early decades of the nineteenth
century. While some Guernseys may have
been imported earlier under the name
Alderney, the first ecorded imports of
Guernsey to America were in 1833, to an
island on Lake Winnepesuakee, wNe
Hampshire. In 1883 a Guernsey herdvas
owned by Georg€&ogg of Derby

Today the Guernsey is considered an
endangered breed.

BROWN SWISS

A heavyboned dairy type, its
color ranges from dark brown and gre
to lighter shades. It is renowfor its
long productive life. Known as Schwy.
in its home, Switzerland, the Brow
Swiss originated in the Canton
Schwyz. The Brown Swiss was firges
introduced into the United States
1869. Inthek, 9500s Ri che
herd of Brown Swiss on th&lorgan
Road




HEREFORD

The trademark of the Hereford is a white face with a red body. It is a beef
’ breed popular among cattlemen
to upgrade the native cattle in the
West. The characteristics we
associated with the Hereford
were fixed in the breed in
Herefordshire, England by
Tomkins.  Jameson says the
occasional specimens of
Herefords existed in the county

. b in the 1860s, but no herds.
Child's Gazetteer listed one breeder of Hereford in Orleans County in 1883. In the
1980s, Peter Eaton had a smalichef Herefords

ANGUS

Black color, hornless and comparatively short head, compact, low set body.
First reference to polled Angus was in 1797. The breed was greatly |mproved by
Hugh Watson of Keillor,
Forfartshire. He developed a
earlier maturing heavier
fleshed, thicker type. The
AberdeerAngus had not beer
imported to the United State!
until the 1870s, but rapldl)l 4
gained renown as one of th
premier beef breeds.

Because of the cachet %"
the Angus brand in the market place, several locaf beaducers have been
shifting to using Angus bulls




SCOTCH HIGHLAND

Wide spreading, formidable looking horns, and long shaggy coats varying in
color from yellow, red, black, brindle, and a mixture of red and black, the Scotch
Highland is a very distinctive breed of cattle. The highland cattle trace its ancestry
to prehisbric days. It may be
aboriginal in type, having change
relatively little from its wild &
ancestors. As of 1925 very fe
had been imported into Americe:
Recently Scottish Highland cattl
have become popular among b
producers as it can withstan
Vermontwinters with a minimumf;
of shelter. &
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Exotic breeds
During the 1960s it became a fad among beef producers to introduce

Aexotico breed into the United States.
in America could be traced to the British Islesttmthe exception of the Brown
Swiss and the Holstein. Meatablshed regiohah e i e

breeds in mainland Europe. Others were from Asia and Africa. While some exotic
breeds were raised in pubeed herds, others were crossbwath British breeds to
Improve some characteristic.

Charolais

One exotic that did show up
in Derby was the Charolais. A
large white beef breed that
originated in the Charolais region
of France. Jim Buchanan has a
herd of Charolais on his farmn
RTE 5a south of Derby Center.




Piedmontese

The Piedmonteseis a breed
that originated in the region
of Piedmont in northwest
Italy. The calves are born
fawn colored and turn grey
white as they mature.
Piedmontese cattle carry a
unique gene mutation that
causeslouble muscling Josh
Poulin has a few Piedmontese
on his farm in North Derby.

Beefalo

Beefaloarenot a breed, bud fertile hybrid offspring ofa variety of
domesticheefcattle(Bos tauruy, usually a male in managed breedprggrams,
and he American buffaloBison bisoi), usually a female in managed breeding
programs. The breed was created to combine the characteristics of both animals for
beefproduction.

bison hybrid beefalo

Beefalo are primarily cattle in genetics and appearance, with the breed
association defining a full Beefalo as one with theaghths (37.5%) bison
genetics, while animals with higher percentages of bison genetics are called "bison
hybrids".
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